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they have been thrown; and, so far as we are concerned, they shall
not wait in vain.

A very full account was given to the House in December by my
right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary of the meeting of the heads
of governments in Cairo and Teheran, and also of the meetings of the
Foreign Secretaries which he had previously attended in Moscow.
Things move so fast nowadays that this already seems ancient history,
and I have little to add to what he said or to what has since been
published. It was a great advantage and pleasure to me to meet for
the first time Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek and his wife. The
Generalissimo is a world figure, and the main hope and champion of
China. Madame Chiang Kai-Shek is also a most remarkable and
fascinating personality. Her perfect command of English, and com-
plete comprehension of the world struggle as a whole, enable her to
be the best of all interpreters in matters in which she herself plays a
notable part.

Most of our time in Cairo, before we visited Teheran, was taken up
in discussing the strategy and policy to be pursued against Japan;
the best means of pressing forward the war in the Indian and Pacific
theatres with the utmost energy; and, of course, the fitting of these
plans into the requirements of the Atlantic and Mediterranean theatres.
At Teheran the long-desired triple meeting between President Roose-
velt, Marshal Stalin and myself was, ai length, achieved. The personal
contacts which we established were, and will, I am convinced, prove
to be, helpful to the common cause. There would be very few differences
between the three great Powers if their chief representatives could
meet once a month. At such meetings, both formal and informal, all
difficulties could be brought out freely and frankly, and the most
delicate matters could be approached without the risk of jars or
misunderstandings, such as too often arise when written communica-
tions are the only channel. But geography imposes its baffling
obstacles, and though I trust it may be possible to hold further meetings
as the war proceeds, I have no definite suggestions to make to the
House at the moment.

The question is asked, I have heard, " Have the good relations
established at Moscow and Teheran proved durable, or have they
failed during the weeks that have passed ? " Does the Pravda state-
ment, for instance, it is asked, or do the articles which are appearing
in various organs of the Soviet Government, imply a cooling-off in
Anglo-Russian or American-Russian friendship and a rebirth of
suspicion of Western Allies on the part of Russia ? [An hon. Member :
" On the British side."] On either side. I feel fully entitled to re-
assure the House on that all-important point. None of the ground
made good at Moscow and Teheran has been lost. The three great